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Date — 17/06/2015 
FTI, Pune 


FTIl PROTEST UPDATE 


The protest against the ad-hoc appointment of Gajendra Chauhan as Chairman of FTII entered its 
6" day today with the students from colleges across Pune performing a ‘Nukkad Natak’ (street 
play) at the campus gate. 


Protest Timeline: 


- 18" June (SCHEDULED! 
© A Protest March in Solidarity is March in Kochi by film-makers and activists. 
o A Joint Protest March in Solidarity by students of vaarious universities including 


Hyderabad Central University . 
© Group of FTII Alumni to visit the Campus in support of the students. 


- 17" June 


© Students across Pune come together to perform a ‘Nukkad Natak’ in support of FTII’s 
cause. 
© Calicut - Several film-makers and activists hold a march in solidarity. 


- 16" June 
oO FTIl student body’s profile page disabled on facebook. New page made by FTII students 
goes online and spreads quickly. 


Oo Calcutta — Joint protest by students of Jadavpur University, SRFTI and other student 
organizations and film-makers organised a protest from SRFTI Kolkata to Jadavpur 
University march in solidarity for our protest. 


oO Delhi - Joint protest by several students organizations are holding a protest in our 
support in Delhi, outside the | & B Ministry. 


oO The | & B Ministry sends an official letter in response to the protest asking for a 
dialogue to begin and for students to resume classes immediately. Open for dialogue. 


- 15" June- 
0 SRFTII calls for a day-long campus shutdown. 
© The FTII students addressed the media at the Pune campus, in a press conference on 
June 15‘ to re-emphasize the point of the protest, which is to preserve the 
institutional autonomy through meritorious and suitable hiring. Our demand to the 
Ministry is that they reconsider its appointment and also re-look at the process of 
constituting the FTII society and its members. 


- 14th June - 
oO External support starts streaming in rapidly with filmmaker Anand Patwardhan joining 
us on campus to express solidarity. 


- 13" June 
© Students address the press and share their concerns with the media. 


- 12t June — Strike begins 


Background - 


The students at FTII entered an indefinite strike on 12th June, in a resolve to protect institutional 
autonomy in the light of certain appointments made in high posts. The appointment of Mr 
Chauhan as the Chairman, a person of inadequate credentials over-riding eminent professionals 
like Gulzar and Jahnu Barua, and other appointments made in the Governing Council are 
questionable. Their political affiliations and a certain slant in their body of work both show an 
anomaly with the nature of the Institute and puts a question on the process of appointment itself. 


It is no secret that the ruling party is becoming notorious for making completely irrational and 
high-handed appointments across cultural think-tanks like IITB, IIM, NFDC, CBFC, MCRC and now 
FTII, since it has come to power, thereby undermining the autonomy and the integrity of these 


spaces. The appointment of the Chairman and the other four members makes us apprehensive of 
interference of vested interests in cultural and educational spaces. 


Some of the eminent personalities who have been FTII chairman in the past include Mrinal Sen, Adoor 
Gopalakrishnan, Shyam Benegal, U.R Anantha Murty, Saeed Akthar Mirza and other such luminaries. 
Associated with FTII in one way or the other their experience of serious practice of film or other art 
forms has brought in a vision to the functioning of FTII. 


We have been receiving consistent support from the film fraternity from names like Adoor 
Gopalkrishnan, Girish Kasavaralli, Anand Patwardhan, Sriram Raghavan, Rakesh Sharma, Ajitha 
Suchitraveera standing by us. Student bodies such as SRFTII, AISA, JNSU, TISS, Jadhavpur 
University, NSD and several others have joined hands with us, some even holding marches and 
shutdowns for our cause. The support continues to pour in from all quarters on an hourly basis. 
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